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To our Guests:  Welcome! 

Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 
 

God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated and some who are fully vaccinated. In our determined 
care for each other, please follow these rules: 
 

• If you arrived with a cough, fever, sniffles or other symptoms of a 

respiratory infection, please say a quiet prayer, excuse yourself, and go 

home.  

• All services are “mask-optional” for people who have been vaccinated. 

Go without one if you wish. Wear one if you wish. 

• If you haven’t been vaccinated, please be sure to wear a mask for your 

own safety and as way of caring for the people around you. 

• Singing is permitted at all services, though we urge you to sing quietly. 

• Continue to observe social distancing rules. 

• Continue for the time being to sit only in marked pews. Use your 

judgment on how close you wish to be to people at the other end. 

Listen kindly to their concerns if they have any. 

• Continue to share the Peace with a nod, a bow or a wave of the hand. 

No handshakes or hugs yet. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 

individual cups. The pastors will mask when they consecrate the 

elements and wear a glove to distribute the host. 
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Epiphany of Our Lord 
January 2, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “The Three Kings,” Gordon Young 

 

Entrance 

Stand as the cross enters from the side door 

 

Gathering Song “Brightest and Best of the Stars,” #303 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
 as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who sends the word with angels, 
who is made flesh among all peoples, 
and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

C Amen. 
P In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Holy God, 
C we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
that all we do, in word or deed, 
may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 

  



4 

 

P I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
God has come among us 
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 
and you are clothed in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

P O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading 
of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and 
bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 
peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over 
you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn. 
   4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come 
to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be 
carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to 
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels 
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 72:10-14 

 
Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. 
11May all kings bow | down before him, 
  and all the nations | do him service. 
12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 
14From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood | in his sight.   Refrain 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of 
you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of 
God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of 
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 
grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone 
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 
things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
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places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried 
out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,  
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and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Stand as you are able  
 

Song of the Day “As with Gladness men of Old,” #302 

Confession of Faith 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Lord, in your mercy. . .  
C Hear our prayer 
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
You may be seated 
 

Offering  “The First Noel,” Martha Kelsey 

A Let us pray. God of abundance, 
C You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope 

as we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of 
all that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

 

 

Communion  “Shine, Jesus, Shine,” #671 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

A We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for 
all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  

C Amen. 
  



11 

 

Sending 

Blessing 

P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
Sending Song “Rise, Shine, You People!” #665 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Masters in This Hall,” Jeffrey Blersch 

 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with License #SB131019.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A  2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
“The Three Kings,” Gordon Young © MCMLXVI, Harold Flammer, Inc. 
“As with Gladness Men of Old,” arr. J. Bert Carlson © 2007 Augsburg Fortress 
“The First Noel,” arr. Martha Kelsey © 1998 Heritage Music Press 
“Shine, Jesus, Shine,” arr. Lynette Maynard © 2007 Make Way Music 
“Shine, Jesus, Shine,” Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress 
“Rise, Shine, You People!” Text and music © 1974 Augsburg publishing House 
“Masters in This Hall,” arr. Jeffrey Blersch © 2010 Concordia Publishing House 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Mike Allan (11) 
 

Acolyte – Analies Anderson (8:30); Antonio Medina (11) 
 

Cantors – Ruth King (8:30); John Hayduk (11) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacon – Ray Durban (8:30); Terrie Leske (11) 
 

Altar Guild – Diane Paton, Martha Trapp 
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In our Prayers 

• In celebration of God coming among us again this Christmas season 
 

• For the suffering whether from poverty, hunger, loneliness, affliction, 
or infection 
 

• For  everyone who works and serves in the medical field, providing 
care, and meeting the needs of the people 
 

• For the ill:  Sharon Berghaus, Andrew Boraggina, Charlene Coughlin, 
Pat Coughlin, Betty Preuss, Janice Snyder, Susanne Tershak (cousin of 
Christopher Peters) 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Jan 2—WILHELM LOEHE, d. 1872, pastor in Neuendettelsau, Bavaria, and 
one of the most remarkable figures in the history of Lutheran missions.  
Through the Neundettelsau Mission Society Loehe recruited, trained, and 
sent missionaries to North America, Australia, Brazil, and the Ukraine.  He 
played a major role in the shaping of Midwestern Lutheransism.  
Neuendettelsau missionaries eventually reached Africa and New Guinea.   
 
Jan 5—KAJ MUNK, d. 1944, a Danish pastor and playwright whose sermons 
and other writings encouraged Christians to act on their faith and 
strengthened Danish resistance to the Nazi occupation.  Arrested on Jan. 4, 
1944, he was found dead in a ditch the next day.  

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Baptism of Our Lord 

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 


